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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 07209 

FROM ATHERTON 

USDEL NO. 65 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (ATHERTON, ALFRED L„ JR.) 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED ATHERTON/PRINCE SAUD MEETING IN EUROPE 

REF: JIDDA 1721 

1 . SUBJECT TO DEPARTMENT APPROVAL, I WOULD APPRECIATE IT 
IF THE MISSION IN GENEVA COULD URGENTLY TRY TO GET IN 
TOUCH WITH SAUDI FOREIGN MINISTER SAUD, WHO IS ON SKIING 
VACATION SOMEWHERE IN SWITZERLAND. IF YOU CAN REACH HIM. 

PLEASE SAY THAT AS HE KNOWS, I HAD HOPED TO STOP IN 
RIYADH TO SEE HIM, BUT IT NOW APPEARS HE WILL NOT BE BACK 
UNTIL AFTER I MUST RETURN TO WASHINGTON. I FEEL IT WOULD 
BE USEFUL IF WE COULD HAVE AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS AND I 
COULD BRING HIM UP TO DATE ON THE STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS. 

ON MY WAY HOME, I COULD STOP OFF AT WHATEVER 

POINT IN EUROPE IS MOST CONVENIENT FOR THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 07209 062035Z 

FOREIGN MINISTER. FROM POINT OF VIEW OF MY PLANS. BEST 
TIME WOULD BE MORNING OF MARCH 9, BUT IF PRINCE SAUD 
STRONGLY PREFERS EVENING OF MARCH 8, 1 WILL TRY TO LEAVE 
MIDDLE EAST EARLY ENOUGH THAT DAY TO MAKE AN EVENING 
APPOINTMENT. 

2. FOR DEPT: UNLESS YOU SEE REASONS NOT TO ATTEMPT TO 
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SEE SAUD IN EUROPE, PLEASE INSTRUCT GENEVA TO PROCEED AS 
OUTLINED ABOVE. EILTS 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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